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PREFACE 


ax OM FE of my Friends ha- 

deins read theſe two Dil- 
courles n that Yolume of 
Sermons which was lately 
| publiſhed, have perſuaded 
me to print them over again ſeparate 
from the reſt. It will be, fay they, 
* an agreeable ſmall Preſent for young 
« Perſons who have had a picus E- 
« ducation, and have given hopeful 
* Proſpetts of Vertue and Goodnefs : 
* It will be an encouraging Word 7g 
* them to make a Progreſs in the 
„things of Religion, till they grow 
up to more compleat Godlineſs; and 
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4 The PREFACE. 
4e it will carry with it an awakening 
% Word to their Conſciences, left 
„they forget their firſt Works, and 
&« forſake the Ways of God, left they 
4 quit their Hopes of Heaven for the 
« vain Pleaſures or Profits of a Hat. 
* tering World.” „ 
The good Spirit of God, who con- 
deſcended to attend the firſt Mini. 
ſtration of theſe Sermons with Di. 
wine JIuſluence for the Good of Souls, 
may he bleſs the Publication of them 
in every Form for the ſame ſacred 
Purpoſe ! and may his ſpecial Grace 
fulfil theſe pious Hopes and Preſages 
of my Friends, who perſuade me in 
this manner ta- ſend them into the 
IPorld ! 


SERMON 
A Hopeful Youth falling ſhort of 
Heaven. 


MRX X. 21. 1 
Then Jeſus beholding bim, loved him. 
The Firſt Part. 5 


F we would know the Perſort 
who was favour'd with th 
Love of Jeſus, and be acquain- 
ted with his Character, tis I 

neceſſary to read the Whole 

Narrative, as we find it deliver'd in this. 

Chapter, from the 17th to the 23d Verſe. + , \ 
And when he was gone forth into the way;." 


there came one running, and kneeled to him, and” 
aked him, Good Maſter, what ſhall I do that” 
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inherit Eternal Life? 18. And Jeſus ſaid 1 
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A 3 none 
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zone good, ſave one, that is God. 19. Thou | 
knoweſt the Commandments ; Do not commit A- 1 
dultery, Do not kill, Do not ſteal, Do not bear a 
falſe Witneſs, Defraud net, Honcur thy. Father r 
and Mother. 20. And he anſwer'd, and ſaid \ 
unto him, Maſter, all theſe. have ] obſerved from f 
my Youth. 21. Then Jeſus behokding him, loved lf 
him, and ſaid unto him, One thing thou Iackeſt, | 

go thy way, fell whatſoever thou haſt, and give to Ml k 
the Poor, and thou ſhalt have Treaſure in Hea- il L 
ven; and come, take up the Croſs, and follow me. 8 
22. Aud he was ſad at that Saying, and went Ml 


away grieved; for he had great Pſſeſſions. Ml 
23. Aud Jeſus looked round about, and ſaith ll p 
unto his Diſciples, How hardly ſhall they that haue he 
Riches enter into the Kingdom of God ? al 
Now if we conſult and compare the fo 
Account which the other Evangeliſts give m 
us of this Tranſaction, we ſhall find that th 
the Perſon was a young Man, Matt. xix. 20. D 
and a Ruler among the Jews, Luke xviii. 18. PD 
He had ſome Concern upon his Mind about 
his Future State, and came to Chriſt, as to a Li 
Divine Prophet, to enquire the way to Hea- N Wi 
ven: but *cis evident, he had a vain Con- J% 


ceit of his own Righteouſneſs, and at the 
ſame time he had an exceſſive Love to Mo- 
ney; he would fain have been an Heir of 
Heaven, but he valued his Inheritance on 
Earth much more: he wiſh'd for the Love 

of God, but would enjoy and love this 
Morld too; and rather than renounce. the 
=_ - pleaſant 
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pleaſant things of this Life, he would quit 
his Pretences to a Life to come: for he went 
away grieved and full of Sadneſs, at the Di- 
rection which our Saviour gave him, and 
would not venture the Experiment. He 
forſook Chriſt and Heaven, having great Poſ- 
ſeſſions on Earth. 5 

It is not neceſſary to our purpoſe, to 
know whether, in the following Years of his 
Life, he was brought to Repentance and 
Salvation, tho it 1s moſt likely that he never 
was; for if he loved his Eſtate and his Mo- 
ney ſo well in his younger Years, that Vice- 
probably increaſed with his Age. Beſides, 
he ſtands in the Hiſtory of the Goſpel, as 
an Example of thoſe Men who loſe Heaven 
for the Love of Money. But howſoever it 
might be afterward, this is certain, that at 


| that time he was in the State of Sin and. 
Death; which is ſufficient to my preſent. 


Deſign. IS 
From the Words of my Text, ſet in this: 
Light, and compared with the Iflue of the 
whole Converſation, between Chriſt and this 
young Man, we may derive this Doctrine: 


Doct. Our Saviour had ſome Love for a Per- 


| ſou that preferred this World to Heaven, and 


neglected his Salvation. 


In order to improve this Thought, we 
1 we 
Mall conſider, . | * g ; 
* ies: "oh 4, I. What: 


4 Hopefa Youth Serm. I. 


J. What is meant by the Love of our 
Saviour to this Young-Man, and to 
Perſons of his Character. 
II. What was there in him that might 4 at- 
tract our Saviour's Love. 
III. What Remarks may be made upon 
the Sin and Folly of a "Perſon ſo lovely, 
and ſo beloved of Chriſt. 
IV. Make an Addreſs to three ſorts of 
Perſons, taking the Occaſion from the 
Character of the Perſon in my Text. 


Firſt, What is meant by the Love of our Sa- 
viour to this Young Man, and how far may he be 
Jaid io ewe a Perſou who is void of true Grace, 
and neglects Salvation. 

Here, I conceive, we are not to look 
upon our Lord Jeſus Chriſt as acting accor- 
ding to his Divinity, but only in his Hu- 
man Nature; for it is evident that Chriſt, 
conſider'd as God, loved him not in that 


ſenfe in which the Love of God is uſually } 
taken; for he had plain Evidences of a 


worldly covetous Mind, and fo could not 
be the Object of ſpecial Divine Compla- 
cency: nor do we find that Chriſt loved bim 
ſo well, as to communicate Divine Grace 
and Salvation to him. 

I confeſs there may be ſome ſort of Love 
attributed to God with relation to Crea- 
tures of any kind, wiych have any thing 
| . valuable 
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Serm. I. falling ſhort of Heaven. _ 
valuable in them: ſo God loves all the: 
Works of his hands; ſo he loves the Hea- 
y vens and the Earth, and all the Pieces: of: 
inanimate Nature; that. is, he approves: 
his own Workmanſhip, the Effects of his: 
own Wiſdom and Power. God is alſo ſome- 
times ſaid to love thoſe to whom he com- 
municates Temporal Bleſſings, or makes the: 
Offer of Eternal ones. So he loved the- 
whole Nation of the Jeus, tho he did not- 
give all of them his ſaving Grace. But ſtill: 
it is much more natural to expound the: 
Words of my Text concerning Chriſt as; 
Man; for there were ſome peculiar Quali- 
ties in this Youth, which were ſuited: to at 
tract the Love Human Nature; ſuch Quali 
ties as a Wiſe and perfect Man could not but 
love: *rwas ſome ſuch ſort of Love as oure 
Lord expreſſed toward the Apoſtle John, in 
a way of Diſtinction from the reſt; upon 
which account, probably, he was called, The? 
Diſciple whom Jeſus loved, John ili. 23. 
Therefore I conceive Chrift. is here rep re- 
ſented as exerting the innocent and kind: 
Aftections of Human Nature towards ai 
Youth ſo agreeable and hopeful. 
Dow this Love implies in it theſe five? 
Things: 
iſt, A hear:y Approbation of theſe. good Qua 
oe lities which Chriſt bebeld in him e for he being: 
gerfect and wiſe; car not but approve that: 
which: is excellent. = had a ſharp Eyes, 
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and great Sagacity of Nature : with a ready 


Penetration he could diſcern what was valu- 


able; and muſt neceſſarily have a juſt Eſteem 
for every thing wherein his Father's Wiſdom 
and Power did eminently appear. Whatſo- 
ever God created at firſt, was good, Gen. 1.31, 
And whatſoever remains of that good Work- 
manſhip of God, Chriſt, the Son of God, ap- 
proved ſtill, ſo far as it was untainted with 
Sin, and confider d in itſelf abſtracted from 
the criminal Qualities that might attend it. 
2dly, This Love of Chrift to the Young- 
Man, ates a Complacency in his Perſon; a 
ſort of human Delight in a bl Creatas 
that had ſeveral excellent Properties; tho 
the Love of God, and powerful Religion, 
were wanting. If I read a Book that has 
much good Senſe in it, and where the Rea- 
fo ings are well connected, I cannot but 
have a Delight in reading, tho the Subject 
itſelf may be trifling, or the Theme diſa- 


grecable. If I hear an Oration well com- 
pos'd, with many ingenious Turns of 


Thought, and pathetick Expreſſions; and 


all theſe pronounced with the various Pe- 


cencies of Speech and Geſture, I take plea- 
fare in the Performance, and may love the 
Orator, tho he inſiſt upon Sentiments quite 
contrary to my own: ſo I may be pleaſed 
with the learned Converſation of a knowing 


and well-temper d Man, and love him fo far, 


tho he may be my Enemy, and —_ 


/ . . : 
erm. I. falling ſhort 'of Heaven. 11. 
his Heart, an Enemy to God too; for ſuch? 
was this Young-Man, an Idolater of Gold, 
and therefore an Enemy to God, Jam. iv. 4 
concerning whom it is written, that Jeſus 
loved him. : „ 
3dly, Some natural good Wſhes for his Wel- 
fare are implied in this Love. There is in 
every wiſe: and good Man a hearty Deſire 
cf the Happineſs of his Fellow-Creatures »- 
he loves them all. in this ſenſe, even the 
Fooliſh and the Wicked. Human Nature, 
that has any. Goodneſs in it, is ready to 
wiſh well to any Perſon, tho he be an utter- 
Stranger, and unknown; eſpecially if he has- 
ſome agreeable Qualities. There may be an 
innocent Inclination to ſee all Men happy, 
tho we know this ſhall not be brought to- 
paſs; for the Word of God declares that- 
the moſt part of Men walk in the Broad- 
way, and ſhall go down to Hell. You know 
how paſſionately St. Paul longed for the Sal- 
vation of all his Countrymen the Jews. This 
is called a Love of Benevolence, and *ris evi- 
dent by the following Particulars, that the- 
Lord expreſs'd this Good-will towards the 
Young-Man in the Text. | 
4 %, A conferring of actual Renefit or Rind- 
zeſs, is implied in the Love of Chrift towards: 
this Youth; for he ſtood ſtill, and enter- 
tain'd him with friendly Diſcourſe ;- he en- 
deavour'd by proper Methods to convince” 
him of Sin; he gare him direction what he- 
| | — mould. 
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ſhould do to obtain Treaſure in Heaven; he 
called him to be his Diſciple and Follower; ; 
and gave him a Promiſe of Everlaſting 


- Riches, if he would have comply'd with his 
| Propoſal. This is called a Love of Benefi- 


cence; and this our Lord Jeſus practiſed a- 
bundantly, even to thoſe whom he did not. 
ſavingly enlighten and convert by his Goſpel; 


for twas his 5 that he went about 
doing good, Acts x. 
5 /d), This Pt 06 Chriſt 1 in it 


Compaſſion for the Young-Man, and ſome degree 
of. Sorrow to think that he ſhould miſs of * 


ven; that he ſhould be ſo harden'd in Self- 


confidence, fo puft up with a Conceit of his. 
own Righteouſneſs, and ſo hard to be con- 


vinced of his Weakneſs and Guilt, as to 


ſtand to it boldly, that he had kept all the 
Commandments of God; and at . that. 
he ſhould be fo entangled with a Love to. | 
Money, as to deſpiſe the "Treaſures of Hea- 


ven, and to let Chriſt and Salvation go. 


Such a mournful Pity did our Lord ex- 


preſs to Jeruſalem, in the days of his Fleſh ; 
© Jeruſalem, Jeruſalem, that 255 the Prophets, 
and ſtoneſt them. that are ſent unto thee: How 


often. would I have gathered thy Children, as a. 
Hen. doth her Brood under her. Wings, and je 
would not! Luke x11. 34. And he mingled 


the Tears of Love and Sorrow when he came 
near the Gates: for the ſame Evangeliſt tells, 


ms, that he beheld the C 'ty, and wept over it, 
wich 
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Serm. I. Falling ſhort of Heavens 13 
with this melting Language, F thou hadſt 


e 
1 known, even thou, in this thy Day, the things 
g that belong to thy Peace; but now they are hid. 
8 from thine Eyes: Luke xix. 41, ů 2. 
— When we behold a noble Palace, a well 
— contrived Garden, a Piece of Painting of 
2 uncommon Art: © *Tis pity (we cry) that 
. © ſuch a Building ſhould be reduced to- 
it « Aſhes, ſuch a Garden overſpread with. 
© Deſolation and Diſorder, or ſuch a Pic--_ 
t * ture be all defaced.” We have a ſort of 
7 Pity for theſe inanimate Beauties, and we 
— are ready to mourn their Danger or Ruin. 
f- And the Paſſion is innocent and becoming: 
'S but the Grief and the Love riſe higher ſtill, 
— when we ſee a living Soul, a Fellow-Crea- 
0 ture of our own Rank, a Man or Woman 
e dreſs'd in agreeable Accompliſhments, and: 
at yet making haſte to wiltul Deſtruction. Such. 
0. Love and ſuch Grief are comely for a wiſe-- 
* and good Man, and they became our Sa- 
viour well. Bleſſed Saviour! that ever thy 4 
K*. Love ſhould lay itſelf out on ſuch Objects, I 
L; as would awaken thy Grief, and give thee: 
77M ſo painful a Compaſſion ! Burt. this was 
w only in the Days of his Fleſh: He pities 
a. Mankind now under their. various Wretch- 3 
je edneſs and Folly, yet we, cannot ſuppoſe 
<> his preſent Exaltation and Bleſſedneſs does 
ne indulge real Sorrow, or admit any ſmart- 
ing Affection: though, in his humbled State 


ol. Earth, his human Eove expreſſed itſelf 8 
azregs 
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nderneſs. 


II. We come to conſider, What there 


was in this Perſon that might attract our Sa- 
wiour's Love. | 


1/t, He had probably ſome natural Qua- 


lifications, which were agreeable and pleafing. 
His Youth is expreſſed, Mat. xix. 20. 4 
young Man, in the Prime of his Days,. in 
the Force and Flower of his Age, the 
Beauty and Vigour of his Nature: And 


tis very likely that he might be of a come- 
ly Figure and ingenuous Countenance 3. 


for, "tis ſaid, our Saviour beholding bim, 
loved him. He fixed his Eyes, and probably 
ſaw ſomething in him delightful in his very 
Aſpe& and Appearance, which might partly 


induce him to thoſe various Expreſſions of 


Love before- mentioned, and to pity ſo lovely. 
a Youth, who was enſlav'd to Riches, and 
bound to Deſtruction in Fetters of Gold. 
2dly, He had a courteous and obliging Car- 
riage, Which appears in ſeveral Inſtances ; 
(viz.) He kneeled before our Lord, and 


paid him great Reſpe& with the Geſture 
of his Body; he ſaluted him, Good Maſter ! 
which our Lord did not reprove, when he 


ſaid, There is none good but God; but put 
him to the tryal, whether he would own 
him to be God or no. He acknowledged. 
Chriſt as his Superiour, tho he was ſo much 
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Serm. I. falling ſhort of Heaven. 15 
a Stranger to him, and ſo much a poorer 
Man than himſelf, By his whole Deport- 
ment we find him a Perſon of great Civi- 


| lity ; he knew how to pay the Honours of 


his Country well, to give Titles to whom 
Titles are due, and to do theſe things 
oracefully. A courteous, humble, and 
decent Behaviour, without Affectation or 


Flattery, is ſo far from being reproved by 


Chriſt, that not only, in this place, our 
Lord ſeems to be pleaſed with it, but in 
many places of the New Teſtament tis re- 
commended to make Chriſtianity amiable =: _ 
"Tis pleaſing to human Nature, and can- 
not but gain Love and Eſteem with all 


= wiſe and vertuous Perſons | 


3dly, He was religiouſly educated even from- 
his Childhood, and had grown up in Sobriety, 
perhaps, from his very Cradle ; for he was 
but a young Man when he came to our 


| | Lord, and yet he ſays, concerning the 


Commandments of moral Duty, I have 
kept them all from my Youth. He ſprung: 
ſurely from good Parents, he had ſuch In- 
ſtructions from them, and they ſuch a jea- 
lous and watchful Eye over him; that he 
was kept from groſs Sins, and was brought- 
up in all the Forms of Godlineſs, and in 
the Obſervance of the Moral Law. Now 
Chriſt, conſidered meerly as Man, loved 
the Law of God ſo well, that he could 
not but take pleaſure in a Perſon that per- 
formed 


\ 
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formed it; ſo far as that Obedience reached. 


Vertue, in the meer outward part of it, 


will command Reſpe& even from the Vile: 
and the Wicked ; much more will the good 


and pious Man pay honour to the Practice 


of it, There is ſomething amiable in So- 
briety, 'Temperance, Charity, Juſtice, Truth, 
and Sincerity, tho they may not proceed 
from the divineſt Principle of Love to God 
rooted in the Heart. 

athly, He had given ſome Diligence in 
ſeeking after eternal Life, and had a great On- 
cern about his Soul, He came running to 
ask a Queſtion of the biggeſt Importance, 
What fhall I do to inherit eternal Life ? He 
was convinced there was a Heaven and a 
Hell, and he was willing to do ſomething 
here to obtain Happineſs hereafter. He 
did not come with a deſign to put curious 
and enſnaring Queſtions, as the Sadducees 
did, Mat. xxli. 23. but he ſeems to have 
an honeſt Deſign to know the way to Hea- 
ven and Happineſs, for he vent away ſor- 
rowful. when he could not comply with the 
Demands of Chriſt, Tho he thought he 
had practiſed a great deal of Religion, yet 


he was willing to receive further Inſtruc- | 


tions; What lack I yet? Ts there any other 
Precept to be performed, in order to enti- 
tle me to Life eternal? Now our Saviour 
loves to ſee Conſcience awakened, to ſee 
the Springs of Religion opened and begin- 
Ee ning 
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Serm.I. falling ſhort of Heaven. 17 
ning to flow : A Divine Teacher conceives 
ſome hope of a Man that is willing to be 
taught, and ready to learn, and therefore 
he loves him. This Youth thought him- 
ſelf righteous, yet he did not think him» 
ſelf all-wiſe ; and therefore ſubmits to far- 
ther Inſtructions. Now *tis a pleaſure to 
communicate Knowledge to thoſe that long 
to receive it; and we pity them heartily 
when they don't comply with the neceſſa- 
ry Duties that are revealed to them, through 
the Charms of ſome ſtrong Temptation. 

5thly, Add to all this, that he had many d- 
vil Advantages by reaſon of his Riches, his Au- 
thority, and Power, He was wealthy, and 
he was a Ruler among the People ; which 
things, tho they cannot in themſelves make 
any Perſon amiable, yer when they are ad- 
ded to the former good Qualities, they ren- 
der them all more lovely and more valua- 


ble; and that becauſe they are ſo ſeldom 


Joined together. Dr. Goodman remarks very 
ingeniouſſy here, That his Concern about 
ö his Soul, was not a Sick-bed Medita- 
tion, for he was in Health: nor a me- 


5 7 lancholy Qualm of old Age, for he was 
. Young: nor was it the Effect of his 
= being diſcontented and out of humour 


Fi with the World, for he was Rich and 
Profperous.”” *Tis ſeldom that we ſee a 
Man in the Prime of his Days, poſſeſſing 


large Treaſures and Dominions in this 


World, 


18 A Hopeful Youth Serm. I. 
World, that will ſeek after the things of 
another; or that will ſhow due Reſpect 
to his Fellow-Creatures, or practiſe ſo 
much as the Form of Godlineſs : that when 
all rheſe meet together, as they did in this 
Young-Man, they conſpire to make him 
lovely in the eyes of every Beholder. 

But alas! this unhappy Youth, furniſh'd, 
as he was, with all theſe Virtues, and 
theſe Advantages, which our Lord beheld 
in him, and for which he loved him, yet 
he loſt Heaven for the Love of this World. 
He retus'd to accept the Propoſals of 
Chriſt ; he went away ſorrowful, for he had 
large Poſſeſſions. And this naturally leads 
me to the 'Third Head. 3 


III. Some Remarks upon this mixed Cha- 
racter; upon the Folly, the Guilt, and Miſery 
of a Man ſo lovely, and ſo beloved of Chriſt. 

1ſt Remark. How much Gcod and Evil 
may be mingled in the ſame Perſon? What 
lovely Qualities were found in this Young- Wl 
Man! and yet there was found in him a 
carnal Mind in love with this World, and i 
in a State of ſecret enmity to God. Our 
Nature at firſt was a glorious Compoſition 
of all that was good. How has Sin ruined 
Human Nature from its primitive Glory, 
and mingled a large meaſure of Evil in 1ts 
very Frame ! And yet how has reſtraining” 
Grace kept our Nature from loſing every 
thing. 


KEE 


not ſpeak evil of him in the groſs, nor 
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thing that is good and valuable, and from be- 


19 


coming univerſally monſtrous and loath- 
ſome ! _ 454 

Let us take a Survey of the World, and 
ſee what a Mixture there is of amiable and 
hateful Qualities amongſt the Children of 
Men. There is Beauty and Comelineſs; 


there is Vigour and Vivacity; there is 


Good-Humour and Compaſſion; there 1s 
Wir, and Judgment, and Induſtry, even 
amongſt thoſe that are profligate, and 
abandon'd to many Vices. There is So- 


briety, and Love, and Honeſty, and Juſ- 


tice, and Decency amongſt Men that know 
not God, and believe not the Goſpel of 
our Lord Jeſus. There are very few of 
the Sons or Daughters of Adam, but are 
poſſeſs d of ſomething good and agreeable, 
either by Nature or Acquirement ; there- 
fore, when there is a neceſſary occaſion to 
mention the Vices of any Man, I ſhould 


heap Reproaches on him by whole-fale. 


Lis very diſingenuous to talk Scandal in 


Superlatives, as tho every Man who was' 
a Sinner, was a perfect Villain, the very 
worlt of Men, all over hateful and abomi- 


= nable. 


How ſharply ſhould our own Thoughts 


W reprove us, when we give our Pride and 


Malice a looſe, to ravage over all the Cha- 
racter of our Neighbours, and deny all 
that 
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that is good concerning them, becauſe they 
have ſomething in them that is criminal and 
worthy of Blame! Thus our Judgment is 
abuſed by our Paſſions; and ſometimes this 
Folly reigns in us to ſuch a degree, that 
we can hardly allow a Man to be wiſe or 
ingenious, to have a Grain of good Senſe, 
or good Humour, that is not of our Pro- 
feſſion, or our Party, in Matters of Church 
or State. Let us look back upon our 
Conduct, and bluſh to think that we 
ſhould indulge ſuch Prejudices, ſuch a 
finful Partiality. 8 

24 Remark. A Man that has not true Grace, 
nor Holineſs, may be the juſt Object of our 
Love; for we find ſeveral Inſtances, and 
ſeveral Degrees of Love were paid by 
Chrift, the wiſeſt and beſt of Men, to a 
Youth of a covetous and carnal "I'emper ; 
one who preferr'd Earth to Heaven, and 
valued his preſent Poſſeſſions, above thoſe 
__ Treaſures that Chriſt had promiſed 

im. 

I confeſs, under the Old 'Teſtament, in 
the 139th Pſalm, verſe 21, David appeals 
to God, Do I not hate them that hate thee? 
and adds, I hate them with perfect Hatred. 


But this need not be conſtrued to ſignify 


any Malice in his Heart againſt them as a 


private Perſon ; but his Deſign to fight 
againſt them, and ſuppreſs them, as a Sol- 
dier, and a King, becauſe they appeared 
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publickly againſt God: for he adds, I am 
grieved at thoſe that riſe up againſt thee, 1 
count them mine Enemies. Beſides, theſe Per- 
ſons were of ſo abandon'd a Character, that 
they ſeem to have nothing good in them; 


and he might juſtly hate them, conſider'd 


meerly as Sinners, in the ſame ſenſe that 
we muſt hate ourſelves, fo far as we are 
ſinful. I might add to all this, that they 
were cruel and bloody with regard to Men, 


and they ſpoke wickedly againſt God, and 


were God's proteſt Enemies, verſe 19, and 
20. After all, 'rwas much more allowable 
in David the Jew, in the heat of his Zeal, 
to talk thus, than it can be for us Chriſtians; 
while we read the Words of our Saviour, 
Matth. v. 43, 44, 45. We have heard that 
it bath heen ſaid, Thou ſhalt love thy Neighbour, 
and hate thine Enemy: But I ſay unto you, love 
your Enemies, bleſs them that curſe you, do good 
to them that hate you, and pray for them which 

deſpitefully uſe you, and perſecute you : That ye 
may be the Children of your Father which is in 


: Heaven; for he maketh his Sun to riſe on the 


Evil and on the Good, and ſendeth Rain on the 
Juſt and on the Unjuſt: While we conſider 
alſo in what a Divine Manner our Lord Jeſus 
has exemplified his own Precept, and has 
loved many of his Enemies, ſo as to die for 
them; and manifeſted ſo much natural Affec- 


W Lion, even for the Young Sinner in my Text, 


becauſe 
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becauſe there were ſome good Qualities found 


in him. 

I will not ſay therefore within myſelf 
concerning any Man, * I hate him utterly, 
* and abhor him in all reſpe&s, becauſe he 


'* has not true Holineſs :** but I will look 


upon him, and conſider whether there may 
not be ſome Accompliſhment in him, ſome 
moral Vertue, ſome valuable Talent, ſome 
natural or acquir'd Excellency ; and I will 
not neglect to pay due Eſteem to every de- 
ſerving Quality, whereſoever I find it. Tis 
a piece of Honour due to God our Creator, 


to obſerve the various Signatures of his Wiſ- 


dom that he has impreſſed upon his Crea- . 
tures, and the overflowing Treaſures of his 
Goodneſs, which he has diſtributed among 


the Works of his hands. 


Thus I may very juſtly love a Man, for 


whom, in the vulgar Senſe, I have no Cha- 
rity; that is, ſuch a one as I believe to be 
in a State of Sin and Death, and have no 
preſent Hope of his Salvation. How could 
holy Parents fulfil their Duties of Affection 


to their wicked Children? or pious Children 


pay due Reſpect to ſinful Parents? How 


could a Believer fulfil the Law of Love to 


an unbelieving Brother, or a dearer Rela- 
tive, if we ought to admit of no Love to 


Perſons that are in a State of Enmity to 


. God? How can we be Flowers of God as iſ 
dear Children, if we are not kind to the Un- 


Fa hankful, 
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thankful, and to the Evil? Luke vi. 37. To 
thoſe who have nothing of ſerious Religion - 


elf in them? Cal. vi. 10. As we have Opportu- 
ly, wity, let us do good to all Men, eſpecially to them 
he who are of the Houſhold of Faith. > 43 
ok As God has a peculiar Love for his own 
ay Children, for thoſe who are renewed, and 
me ſanctified, and formed into his Likeneſs ; fo 
me WW ought we to love all the Saints with a pecu- 
in har kind of Affection, and take ſpecial de- 
de- light in them: we ſhould expreſs a Love of 
I's intimate Fellowſhip unto them; a Love of 
or, Divine Friendſhip, of ſpiritual Pleaſure, and 
i WR hearty Communion ; rejoicing together with 
ea* them in God our common Father, in Chriſt 
his Jeſus our common Head, and in the Hope of 
ng YE our common Salvation: and we ſhould ever 
be ready, in the firſt place, to aſſiſt and ſup- 
for port them, and fupply their Wants accord- 
ha- | ing to the Calls of Providence. But Sinners 
be BY alſo muſt have ſome ſhare in our Love. 
no , 34d Remark. How different is the Special 
uld WF Love of God, from the Natural Love of Man? 
ion God ſeeth not as Man ſeeth ; he appoints - 
ren not Perſons to Eternal Life, becauſe of ſome 
oW BW agreeable Accompliſhments which they poſ- 
: to ſels in this Life. Feſus Chriſt himſelf, con- 
ela- WF fider'd as God, did not beſtow his ſpecial 
to and ſaving Love upon that young Iſraelite, 
1 hom, as Man, he could not help loving. 
as 


So Samuel was ſent to chuſe a King for the 
= Jews, among the Sons of Jeſſe, 1 Sam. xvi. 6. 


When 
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When he ſaw Eliab appear, he look'd on 
him, and ſaid, Surely the Lord's Anointed is 
before him; but the Lord ſaid to Samuel, ver. 
7. Leo not on his Countenance, or on the Height 
of his Stature, becauſe 1 have refuſed him. 
Old Jeſſe (it may be) was ready to look up- 
on his eldeſt Son too, being pleaſed with 
his tall and comely Figure, and to ſay with- 
in himſelf, © *Ti's pity that Eliab was not 
made a King.” But David was God's 
Beloved. 

If the Queſtion were put to us, Who 
are the Perſons that are fit to and in the 
Courts of God above, to be the Inhabitants 
and Ornaments of Heaven? We ſhould be 
ready to ſay, The Beautiful and the Inge- 
nious, the Souls of a ſweet Diſpoſition, and 
the Perſons of graceful Behaviour. We are 
tempted to think that the Well-born, the 
Wiſe, the Affable, and the Well-accom- M 


pliſh'd, ſhould all be made Saints, and the 


Favourites of God: but he ſees with other 
Eyes, he determines his ſpecial Love by o- 
ther Principles, and makes another ſort of 
Diſtinction by his ſovereign ſaving Grace, 
unguided and unallured by the Merit of 
Man. 1 Cor. L 26, 27, 28, 29. Ve ſee your 2 


Calling, Brethren, how that not many wiſe Men : he 


after the Fleſh, not many mighty, not many noble, 
are called: But God hath choſen the fookiſÞi 
things of the World, to confound the wiſe ; and 
God hath choſen the weak things of the Mori, 
"of | # | 


J. Serm. I. falling ſhort of Heaven, 2585 
to confound the things which are mighty; and 
baſe things of the World, and things which are 


er. diſpiſed, hath God choſen ; yea, and things which 
t are not, to bring to nought things that are, that 
m. no Fleſb ſhould glory in his Preſence. 


What would become of the moroſe, the 
rough natural 'Tempers, if God loved none 
but ſuch as were lovely in our Eyes? What 
| would become of all the deformed and the 
uncomely Pieces of Human Nature; the 
clowniſh, and the weak, and baſe things of 
this World, if God ſhould chuſe none but 
the fair, and the well-bred, the well-figu- 
Fred, and the honourable 2 If this were the 
Rule of his Conduct, what diſmal Diſtinc- 
tion would light upon Thouſands, and ſome 


are races, in this World, the dreadful Sentence 
the ot their Damnation in the next? But the 
m- bo. 


reat and ſovereign God acts by other Mea- 
ares; he lays down to himſelf Divine Rules, 
ner hat are to us unknown, and mult be for 
ver unſearchable. : 
Some, who are endowed with native Ex- 


ace, Mpellencies, he adorns with heavenly Graces, 
of ad they ſhine as Jewels ſer in Rings of 
Ju old: others, who have ſcarce any thing in 
Mei nem amiable by Nature, are the Objects 
olle, r Divine Love, and made Veſſels of Grace; 
"Pp o theſe do never make ſo charming an 
an 


ppearanee among Men. Moſes the meek 
d obliging, Jonah the rough and the pee- 
E viſh, 


b 
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viſh, were both beloved of God; for he h 
made Saints and Prophets of them. Abraham n 


„ the rich, and Sarah the beautiful; Peter the It 
0 poor Fiſherman, and Paul the Man of mea t! 
Aſpect, and contemptible Figure; were al f. 
beloved of God, and made Heirs of Eteraa e o 
Life. The Conduct of the great God, u f 
this Matter, are ſo various, and his Reaſon u 
fo ſublime and impenetrable, that *ris in vain ſe 
for us to attempt to trace out his Rules off / 
Action. 55 | 
Sometimes he chuſes a Man of great i- n 
tellectual Powers, and ſets an inviſible Mau le 
ot Divine Love upon him: at another time d 
he takes pleaſure to pour Contempt on al h 
the Pride of Human Reaſon, by chuſig e . 
a fooliſh Man, and making him an humbl}j fr 
Believer. Sometimes he exalts the Man dM © 
natural Vertue into a Saint, and again, d 
ſpreads Shame and Contuſion over all *. 
own pretended Righteouſneſſes and vai *! 
Confidence, by culling out, here and ther * 
a profane Wretch, and converting him k 
Feith and Holineſs ; and in the mean tin fe 
he leaves ſome that are ſober, and have mi 
ny human Vertues, and good Appearance © 
10 to periſh with the Phariſee and the Hy F 
. ..crite for ever, in their Pride and Selſ-R ig 
1% dteouſneſs. Jeſus, the Man, look'd upon ) 
pretty Youth that was well-born, ſobef 
and virtuous, and he loved him; but ll 
Eternal God choſe him not for a Saint, f 
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erm. I. falling ſhort of Heaven, 27 
gelbe ſuffer'd him to run madding after his ma- 
ny Poſſeſſions, and to deſpiſe Heaven. Here 
theſis it becomes us to be ſilent and adore. O 
en! the Depths of Divine Counſel! O the aw- 
ful and glorious Sovereignty of the Grace 
of God, that could paſs by fo defirable a 
Perſon, whom the Man Jeſus could not look 
upon without Pity and Love! How un- 
ſearchable are his Ways, and his Judgments paſt 
fiuding out ! Rom. x1. 33. 

Now tho this be a very painful and tre- 
| mendous Meditation, yet there's an excel- 
| lent Uſe to be made of it. No Man ſhould 
deſpair of Salvation, and the Love of God, 
how mean and deſpicable ſoever his Appea- 
rance be among Men, or how remote ſoever 
from all that we call lovely. Let him forfake 
all Sin, and be happy tor ever. Nor ſhould 
W the moſt amiable of Creatures, in the Natu- 
ral or Civil World, flatter themſelves that 
they are upon that account beloved of God, 
and ſhall certainly be Partakers of Eternal 
leſſings in the World of Glory. Let them 
follow Chriſt, and be ſaved.  _ 

But I would dwell upon this laſt Thought 
a little, and therefore 1 ſhall propoſe my 
Fourth Remark in this manner. | | 
= 4b Remark. Many lovely Accompliſkments, 
iain'd together, will not carry a Natural Men to 
Heaven. The fineſt Compoſition of Beauty 
and Youth, Strength and Riches, and all this 
imbeliſh'd with many Forms of Godlineſs, 
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28 A Hopeful Youth Serm. I. 8. 
and ſome ſhining outward Vertues, will not 4 
obtain Eternal Life. "The Man that's thus MW M 
qualified and adorned, if he prefers Earth 41 
to Heaven, and loves the Poſſeſſions of this WM C 


World, above ſpiritual Treaſures, abides in M K 
a State of Condemnation and Death. Grace N ca 
is not a Flower that grows in the Field of V 


Nature, nor is it made by the Art of Man; ¶ br. 


tis a Divine Seed; *cis planted in our Hearts 
by the Spirit of God. John i. 13, The Saints bu 
are born not of Blood ; that is, by natural Ge- of 
neration : nor of the Will of the Fleſh ; that is, Ml 11; 


by our own Powers of Nature: nor of te Ml of 
Vill of Man; that is, by the Influence that los 
others have over us: but of Gd. be 


A Man may ſet himſelf to work a while in 


for the Good of his Soul, and yet may miſs 


of Salvation: Strait is the Gate, and narrow an. 


is the Way that leads to Lie, and few there le M 
that find it, Matth. vii. 14. And many whic WM an 
ſeek to enter in, ſhall not be able, Luke xiii. 24. N 
They ſeek, but not with all their Might; N Re 
they are not willing to forſake all for Hea- ol of 
ven, and therefore they obtain it not: fl th 
they ſeek, perhaps, with Diligence for 210 
Seaſon, and give out before they have at- 
tained ; they tire, and grow weary, and lole ¶ thi 


the Prize: they ſeek, but not in God's ap- 
pointed Way, and according to the Rules] 
of the Goſpel ; and no wonder if their La- 
bour be vain; for he that ſtriveth is m 
crown'd, except he ſtrive awfully, 2 Tim. 4 F 
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And this was the Caſe of the rich Young- 
Man; he ſought Eternal Life, but not with 
all his Soul, for he could not take up his 
Croſs and follow Chriſt: he ſought the 


in Kingdom of God for a Sealon ; but when he 
ce came to the hard Work of Selt-Denial, he 

of W would not venture into that thorny Path, 
mn; but turned back, and went away ſorrouful. 
ts He ſought Juſtification and Peace with God, 
nts but not in a right way; for being ignorant 
e- of God's Righteouſneſs, aud going about to eſta- 


18, 


bliſh his own, he fell ſhort of the Righteouſneſs 
the X 


of God, and attained it not, Rom. x. 3. He 


hat loved Heaven well, but he loved this Earth 

better: he choſe his Portion and Happineſs: 
vie in this World, and loſt his Soul. | 
vis i The Eye of God, our Judge, is ſharp 


70 WF and ſevere; he ſees the hidden Vices of the 


e be WW Mind, thro all the faireſt Vails of Nature, 
ich and the brighteſt Dreſs of outward Vertue, 
We may cheat others with the Diſguiſes of 
Religion, and allure the Love of the belt 
of Chriſtians : we may cheat ourſelves by 
: WE theſe fair Appearances, and entertain a fond 


r 2% Opinion of our own Saintſhip; but the 
at· Great God can never be impoſed upon at 
lole FW this rate. He knows well what is lovely. 

and excellent in his Creatures; but when 


Ihe ſeats himſeif upon his Throne of Judg-- 
ment, all their ſhining Ornaments of Body 
Wand Mind are blemiſh'd, are darken'd, are 
loſt. in his Eyes, if he diſcovers a ſecret 
B. 3. Love: 
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Love to Sin in the Heart. Where the Love 


of this World prevails, it over-ballances all 
other good Qualities, tho ever ſo valuable 


in themſelves; and rho they may create 
Love in every Beholder, yet the Love of 
God is not to be purchaſed. nor perſuaded, 
contrary to his own ſettied and eternal Rules 
of Judgment. F any Man love this World, 
the Love of the Father is not in him, 1 John 


11. 15. nor docs the Father love bim. "The: 
Prince of Devils has many noble -Endow- 
ments, and intellectual Glories : the natural 


Powers of an Angel remain ſtill with him; 
bur his inward Enmity to God, confines him 
for ever to Hell: and in the Senſe of the 
Apoſtle James, MWhoſoever will be a Friend to 
the World, is the Enemy of God, James iv. 4. 
tho in many other Excellencies he might be 
2 Fellaw for Angels. 

Wiſe and happy 1 is that Soul who fours to 
build his Hopes of Heaven upon the Sand, 


upon a ſhining, but feeble Foundation. 


Wiſe and happy is he who does not miſtake 
the Glories of Nature for Divine Grace ; 
who does not ſatisfy himſelf to ſeek a little 
after Heaven, but reſolves to find it, and 
„parts with all for the Knowledge and the 
"Love of Chriſt. While others, who pretend 
to much Wiſdom, raiſe their vain Expe&a- 


tions of Happineſs, upon a few natural Ac- 

compliſhments, and devout Wiſhes ; this 

Man purſues the Work upon diviner Prin- 
ciples, 
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ciples, and brings it to Perfection: and 
when others, at the great Day of Deciſion, 
meet with Shame and terrible Diſappoint- 
ment, he ſhall be applauded, in the face of 
Angels, as the only wile Man, and ſhall. 
find himſelf for ever happy. 
The 5th, and laſt Remark, is this: H? 
dangerous a Snare is great Riches ! They be- 
come a fore Temptation (even to Perſons 
| well-inchned) to tie their Souls faſt to this 
World, and perſuade them to neglect God, 
and Chriſt, and Heaven. This was the. 
Caſe of the Young-Man in my Text ; Le 
went away from our Lord melancholy and 
grieved, that he could not join Chriſt and the 
World together; he had great Peſſeſſions, and 
therefore he refuſed to be a Follower of 
Chriſt, under the poor and. mean Circum=- 
ſtances of his Appearance among Men; fee 
8 Verſe the 22d, 23d. And our Lord himſelf 
makes this fame Remark, How hardly ſhall 
they that have Riches enter into the Kingdom of 
God? that is, as he explains it in the follow= 
ing Verſe, becauſe: *tis ſo hard, for thoſe 
who poſleſs great Riches, not to love them 


too well, and to truſt in them as their chief 
Good. | 


How many lovely Qualities are here 


| ſpoil'd at once, by the Love. of this World! 
and a Man, that was not far from the 
Kingdom of God, divided from Chriſt, and 
driven to a fatal Diſtance from Heaven, 
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by this dangerous interpoſing Snare! A 
wretched Chain, tho 'twas a golden one, 


that withheld his Soul from the Embraces 


of his Saviour. He was young, he was mo- 
deft and humble, he had a Deſire to be ſa- 
ved, and he went far in the outward Forms 
of Godlineſs; all theſe Commands, ſaid he, 
have 1 kept from my Youth, or Childhood; 
and he had a mind to follow Chriſt too: but 
Jeſus was poor, and his Followers muſt rake 
up their Croſs, and ſhare in his Poverty. This 
was the parting Point; this was the Bar to 
his Salvation: he was almoſt a Chriſtian, but 
his Riches prevented him from being altege- 


ther ſo. O fatal Wealth, and fooliſh Poſ- 


feſſor! 


It became our bleſſed Lord, the Heir of 
all Things, to diveſt himſelf of Wealth and 
Grandeur, and to renounce all the Pomp 
and glittering Equipage of this World, when 
he came to introduce a Religion ſo ſpiritual, 
and ſo refined, as the Goſpel was: and it 
became him to put ſuch a Teſt as this, to 
fuch as pretended to be his Diſciples ; Whe- 
ther they durſt venture to exchange the pre- 
fent World, and the viſible Enjoyments of it, 
for Glories future and inviſible >? *T'was 
proper he ſhould try whether they could de- 
ny themſelves, and become poor for his ſake, 
who made himſelf poor for their ſakes, and 
promiſed them unknown 'Treafares in Hea- 
ven. But the Teſt proved too ſevere, _ 

tlie 
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the Gate too ſtrait for this Young-Man, with 
all the Bulk of his Eſtate, to enter in at it. 

Well might the Apoſtle teach Timothy, the 
young Preacher, to charge them that are rich 


in this World, not to truſt in uncertain Riches,.. 
ut to do good to the Poor, to diſtribute to the 
4 Needy, that they might lay up in ſtore for” 


: WW thenſelves a good Foundation againſt the time to 
' MW cone, 1 Tim. vi. 17, &c. becauſe Men are ſo 

;, ready to think that a Store of Gold is a good. 

Foundation to truſt. in for Happineſs here, 


* and forget hereafter... Well might he admo- 
af niſk them to lay hold on Eternal Life, becauſe. 
„ tbey are fo ready to hold their Money faſt, 


tho they let. Eternal Life go. They that: 
have much, are often greedy of more; and 
thereby fall into Temptations and Snares, into 
many fooliſh and burtful Luſts, that drown Men 
in Perdition : for the Love of Money is the Root 
of all Evil; which, while ſome coveted after, 
they have erred from the Faith, have forſaken: 
| Chriſt, and pierced themſelves through with many - 
Sor rows. ver. 9, 10. 
Shall J take occaſion here to put the Rich. 
in mind of their Danger, and intreat them 
to watch againſt the ſhining Allurement that 
| beſers them around? Have a care leſt ycur- 


"i | Eyes be dazzled with this glittering World, 
0 and blinded to the Goſpel of Chriſt: and: 


ſhall I comfort the Poor, by telling them: 
heir Privilege, how much more free they 

are from this golden Snare > You have been 
B 5 uſed 
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| Jeſus. . | 
O may the Rich in this Aſſembly be led 
by Divine Grace to break through all their 
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uſed to Meanneſs and Poverty, therefore we 


may hope that the Plainneſs and Simplicity 


of the Goſpel will not offend you; that the 
Doctrine of the Croſs, and the Poverty of 
the Man of Nazareth who hung upon it for 
your ſakes, will not be a Scandal to your 
Thoughts, nor a Bar to your Faith. In the 
Days of Chriſt, the Poor received the Goſpel ; 
and not many Rich, not many Mighty, have 
in any Age been the Followers of a deſpiſed 


Temptations, and attend their Saviour, tho 
his Name, and his Diſciples, here on Earth, 
be ſurrounded with all the Forms of Con- 
tempt and Poverty! And may the meaner 
Hearers improve their Advantage, and take 
up their Croſs, and follow their Lord, till 
they are all joined to the glorious Aſſembly 
above, and made Poſſeſſors of Everlaſting 
Riches | Amer. 
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Then Jeſus Leholding him, loved him. 


The Second Part. 


HE N our Saviour dwelt upon 

29 Earth, he found a Young-Man 
2 in the Coaſts of Judea, that 
TD, preferred the Riches of this 

S229 World to all the "Treaſures of 
Heaven; and yet 7% caſt an Eye of Love 
upon him. 

In the foregoing Diſcourſe upon theſe 
Words, it has been conſidered what ſore 
of Love Chrife could ſhow to a Man, whoſe 
Soul 
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He was goung and ſprighily, and *twas pro- 
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Soul was ſo vain and carnal ; and what good 
Qualities appeared in this Youth, that could MW th 
engage the Love of our Saviour, notwith- Cc 
ſtanding the Guilt of his Covetouſneſs: and I ye 
ſome Remarks were made upon a. Man fo if 
lovely, and fo beloved of Chriſt. et 
Firft, The Love which our Saviour wa- ri 


nifeſted to this Perſon; was not properly a 1 5 


Divine Love, for that would have changed h 
his Nature, and refined his carnal Deſires, n 
and conferred Grace and Salvation upon f 


him: we muſt underſiand it therefore only 
in this ſenſe, That the Affections of his Hu- 
man Nature were drawn out towards ſome- 


young Hraelite: He approved of thoſe Ac- 
compliſhments which he beheld in him, and 
felt a fort of Complacency in his Perſon and 
Character. He had an innocent and human 
Defire of his Welfare, he gave him Divine 


u 
t 
thing that was valuable and excellent in this | 
| 
l 
| 


Inſtructions for this end, and pitied him 


heartily that he was ſo far gone in the Lore 
of the World, as to neglect the Offer of 
Heaven. - 

Secondly, The Qualities which might at- 
tract our Saviour's Love, were ſuch as theſe : 


bable that he had ſomething very agreeable 
in his Aſpect: His Carriage was courteous | 
aud obliging, for he kneeled before our Lord, 
and ſaluted him with much Civility : He 
had a religious Education, much outward S- 

| ___ briaty |} 
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lriety and Virtue, ſo that he was ready to 
think himſelf a compleat Saint. AY theſe 
Commands (ys he) have I kept from my Youth ; 


pet he was willing to receive further Inſtrattions, 


if any thing elſe were neceſſary, in order to 
eternal Life. Add to all this, that he was 
rich and powerful, he was a Ruler among the 
J-ws, and had large Poſſeſſtons, which made 
his Humility and other Virtues appear the 
more amiable, becauſe they are ſo ſeldom 
found in Perſons of an exalted Station. 

- Thirdly, The Remarks that were made 
upon a Perſon that had ſo many good Quali- 
ties, and yet miſſed of Heaven, might in- 
ſtruct us not to diſclaim any thing that is 
worthy and excellent, tho "tis mingled with 
much Iniquity; but to pay Reſpe& and 
Love, as our Lord Jeſus did, to Perfons that 
have any thing valuable in them, tho their 
Virtues are imperfect, and fall ſhort of ſa- 
ving Grace. We may learn alſo, that God 
chuſes not as Man would chufe, nor ſaves 
all thoſe that a wiſe and good Man may well 
beſtow his Love vpon. We are taught fur- 
ther, that many lovely Accompliſhments, 
joined together, are not ſufficient to attain 
eternal Life, unleſs we renounce this World, 
and follow Chriſt; and we are divinely warn- 
ed of the Danger of Riches, how great a 
Snare they ſometimes prove to Perſons of a 
hopeful Character. ; 


Fourtbly, 


* 
. 
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Fourthly, We proceed now to the laſt 
Thing 8 and that is, to make an 
Addr to three ſores of Perſons, taking the 
Occaſion from the Character] in my Text. 


I Thoſe who have any thing lovely or 
excellent. in them, but, thro the Power of 
a carnal Mind, are kept at a diſtance from 
God; and have no 'Title to Heaven-; ſuch 
are beloved of Men, but not beloved of God. 

II. Thoſe who are weaned, in ſome good 
meaſure, from this World, and have Trea- 
ſures in Heaven, but are deſective in thoſe 
Qualities that might render them amiable on 
Earth : ſuch are beloved of God, but not of Men. 

III. "Thoſe that are furniſhed with every 
good Quality, and every Grace, that are the 
Objects of the ſpecial Love of God, and . 
every Man loves them too. 


I. Let me addreſs myſelf to thoſe _ have 


any thing lovely or excellent in them, but thro 
the Power of a carnal Mind are kept at a diſ- 


tance from God, and have no Title to Heaven, 
Such was the Young-Man in the Goſpel ; 


and according to the ſeveral good Qualities 
that he poſſeſſed, I ſhall divide we Exhorta- 
tion to ſeveral Perſons. 

1/t, To ſuch as are endowed with any natu- 
al. Excellencies of Body or Mind. Youth and 
Nfarr, Strength and Health, Wit and 
Reaſon, 
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Reaſon, Judgment, Memory, or ſweet Diſ- 
poſition; all theſe are the Gifts of God in 
the World of Nature, and render Perſons 
ſo far amiable as they are poſlefs*'d of them. 
You that flouriſh in the Vigour and Glory of 
Toth, and yet have no faving Acquaintance* 
with God in Chriſt, ' no Right to Eternal 
Lite; while 1 behold you, I would mourn 
over you with much Compaſſion. What 
pity 'tis that the Flower of your Age "1 
ſhould be employ'd only ro footh your | 
Vanity ! to adorn your guilty Paſſions, and 
to dreſs up the Scenes of Sin! That Flower 
will wither in Old Age, and it leaves no 
Perfume behind, but what ariſes from 
Vertue and Goodneſs; or, perhaps, you 
will give it up to untimely Decay: by in- 
dulgence of irregular Pleaſures, you de- 
vote it to be blalted by the Breath of Satan, 
and in the Smoak of Hell. But is it not 
| pity, that a ſtrong and healthy Conſtitution 
| ſhould be waſted in Slavery to your Ap- 
petites, and in making proviſion for the 
Fieſb, to fulfil the Luſts of it? Why ſhould- 
not the Powers of Nature, in their firſt 
| Bloom and Glory, adorn the Kingdom of- 
Grace? Why ſhould not our ſprightly | 
Days, and the warmeſt Hours of Lite, be em-- f 
ployed in ſome uſeful Activity for the In- 
tereſt of God ? What a Decency and Ho- 
nour is added to Religion, by its faireſt 
and youngeſt Votaries? With what pecu- 
liar 
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40 A Hopeful Youth Serm. Il. 
liar Praiſes does the Word of God recom- 
mend the Character of youthful Piety. How 
is the young King Joſiah celebrated in the 
Sacred Records ? that while he was yet young, 
he began to ſee after the God of David his 
Father, &c. 2 Chron. xxxiv. 3. How is Ti- 
mothy commended, who had known the Holy 
Scriptures from his very Childhood, 2 Tim. iii, 
15. And there are ſome young in years, to 
whom the A poſtle John might addreſs him- 


ſelf with the ſame Pleaſure, as he does to: 


the Chriſtian Converts, whom he calls 
Toung-Men, ſtrong in Grace, who had the 


Love of God abiding in them, and had over- | 


come the Wicked one; 1 John li. 14. And he 
gives em in the next Verſe a moſt needful. 
and friendly Caution againſt the Love of 
this World, and the Things of it, leſt they 


ſhut the Love of the Father out of their 
Hearts. What an Abuſe and Waſte of Life 
are ye guilty of, when ye lay out the 


brighteſt Moments of it upon the Works 


of Darkneſs ? and treaſure up to yourſelves. 


Everlaſting Darkneſs and Fire? 


I pity the young, the vigorous, the comely 
Figures of Human Nature, that negle& to 
feek after Divine Grace, that are ruined 
and made wretched to all Eternity, by 
their exceſſive Love of the Pleaſures, or 
the Pomp, or the Riches of this vain 
World. A thouſand ſuch Sinners that 
were once the Hope of their Families, and. 


the 
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the lovely Ornaments of the place they 
lived in, are now curſing the Day of their 
Birth, and raging with Deſpair. in the 
midſt of the Wrath of God. 

Let me ſpeak a Word alſo to thoſe that 
tave rich Endowments of Mind. Where we 
behold a ſprightly Genius, ſolid Reaſon, 
and deep Judgment, we can't forbear lov- 
ing the Poſſeſſors of them: we cannot for- 
bear to ſay, © *Tis pity that ſo much Wit 
* ſhould be abuſed to ridicule Religion, 
* and do honour to foul Iniquity ; that 
it ſhould be enſlaved to all the Arts of 
Lewdneſs, and dreſs up the Shame of 
“Nature in the Charms of Language“ 
Or if it be not debas'd to ſo exceeding 
vile Purpoſes, yet at beſt, *tis pity it ſhould 


be all employ'd in Jeſting and Trifle, in 


Mirth, and Raillery, and vain Amuſe- 
ment. Might it not have been laid out 


infinitely better, to allure Sinners to the 


Love of God, to adorn the Truths of our 
holy Profeſſion, and give Credit to the 

Goſpel of Chriſt, even in the eyes of the 
Witty and Profane ? * 
1 pity the Man of lively Imagination 
without ſanctifying Grace. What a lovely 
Wilderneſs of blooming Weeds ! fair in» 
deed in various Colours, but uſeleſs and 
unſavoury, and it muſt be burnt up with 
unquenchable Fire. You are the Perſons 
whoſe happy Talents give a reliſh to the 
common 
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4424 4 Hopeful Youth Serm. II. 
common Comforts of Life; you diffuſe 
Joy and Pleaſure thro all the Company, and 
enliven the dulleſt Hours; your Preſence 
is coveted by all Men, and you ate belov'd 
of all: bur how diſmal is your State, if 


you negle& Holineſs, and are not beloy'd 
of God! Can you imagine that your gay 
Fancy will brighten the Gloom of Hell? 
or give Airs to yourſelves, or your Com- 
panions, in thoſe hideous Regions of Sor- 
row 2 *Tis a moſt melancholy Refle&ion 
to conſider, that Perſons of your Accom- 
pliſhments ſhould encreaſe the number of 
the Damned; and there is. no Sport or 
Amuſement admitted there, to divert the 
Anguiſh of the tortur'd Mind, or to re- 
eve that heavy and everlaſting Heart-ake. 

I pity the Man of ſtrong Reaſon, and 
great Sagacity of Judgment, that hath traced 
Nature in her moſt ſecret Receſſes; that 
has ſounded the Depths of the Sea, and 
meaſur'd the Heavens ; but has ſpent no 
time in ſearching the deep Things of God, 
and lets the Myſteries of Religion lie un- 
regarded, as obſcure and uſeleſs things. 
He has never ſounded the Depth of his 
own Miſery and Guilt, as he is a Son of 
Adam nor is he acquainted with the way 
of climbing to Heaven by the Croſs of the 
Son of God. Reaſon is a Faculty of ſu- 
preme Excellence among the Gifts of Na- 
ture, and 'tis dreadful to think that 11 


* 
o 


ſhould 
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ſhould ever be engaged in oppoſition to 
Divine Grace. How great and wretched 
:re the Men of Reaſon, who ſtrain the 
Nerves of their Soul to overturn the Doc-- 
trine of Chriſt! who labour with all their 
intellectual Powers to ſhake the Founda- 
tions of the Goſpel, to diminiſh the Au- 
thority of the Scriptures, and to unſettle 
the Hope of feeble Chriſtians ! 

There are others who employ the beſt. 
Powers of the Soul in purſuing the Inte- 
reſts of this Life; they are wiſe in Contri- 
vance to gratify their Appetites, to fill 
their Coffers, and to heap up to themſelves 
Wealth and Honours; and wiſe to ſecure 
all theſe to their Poſterity after Death: 
They call their Lands by their own Names, and 
perpetuate their Memory to the lateſt Ge- 
nerations, but make no Proviſion for their 
own Souls: they are wiſe to ſet in order 
their Houſes in the day of their Health, 
and all things are prepared for their dying 
hour, beſides the Concerns of their own 
Eternity; theſe are delay'd from day to 
day, and left at the utmoſt hazard; and 
ſtill they think the next Month, or the 
next Year, it is time enough to prepare 
for Heaven, when perhaps a Summons is 
ſent ſuddenly from on high; Thou Fool, 
this Night is thy Soul requir d of thee, Luke 
x11. 20, What Confuſion and Fear, what' 
Hurry and Diſtreſs of Spirit will ſeize you 
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in that Hour? You that have laid out all 
your Wiſdom upon the little Buſineſſes of 
this Life, and trifled with Affairs of ever- 
laſting Importance; you muſt go down to 
the Chambers of Death in Surprize and 
Anguiſh ; you muſt leave all the Fruits of 


your Wiſdom behind you, and be branded 


for eternal Fools. = 

I pity thoſe who are bleſs'd. with a large 
Memory, and would plead with you this 
day for the ſake of your Souls. The Me- 
mory, it is a noble Repoſitory of the Mind, 
*tis made to receive Divine Truths, to be 
ſtored with the Ideas of God and his 
Grace, with the Glories of Chriſt and Hea- 
ven; *tis given us to furniſh and ſupply 
the Heart and Tongue upon all Occaſions, 
for Worſhip, for Conference, and for holy 
Joy. What pity *tis, fo wondrous a Ca- 
pacity ſhould be crouded with vile Images, 
with wanton Scenes, with profane Jelts, 
and idle Stories | or, at beſt, tis fill'd with 
Gold, and Silver, and Merchandize, with 
Lands and Houſes, Ships and Inſurances; 
tis all inſcribed with Stocks, Annuities, 
and Purchaſes, and turn'd into a meer 
Book of Accounts, a Trading-Shop, or an 
everlaſting Exchange : Night and Day, the 
Buyers and Sellers are paſſing thro this 
Temple, which ſhould be conſecrated to 


God; and there's no room left for the 


Thoughts of Heaven there. Shall theſe 
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| buſy Swarms of Cares and Vanities for 


ever fill up ſo large a Chamber of the 
Soul? Shall Impertinences be for ever 


thruſt into this "Treaſury 2 ſuch as will 


ſtand you in no ſtead, when you are dif- 
miſs'd from the Body, but ſhall vaniſh all 
at once in that Hour, and ſhall leave your 
Spirits poor and naked: or if they follow 
you to the World of Spirits, twill be but 
as ſo much Fuel gather'd for your future 
burning. 1 
Think a little with yourſelves, Ye Poſ- 
ſeſſors of theſe rich Endowments of Mind, when 
you have been honour'd here on Earth, 


can you bear to be doom'd to eternal 


Shame and Puniſhment in Hell? Shall this 
Wit, and this Reaſon, be there employ'd 
to expreſs your Hatred. againſt God, and 
to forge perpetual Blaſphenues againſt the 


Majeſty of Heaven ? Are you willing to 


be joined to the Society of Devils, and be 
engaged in their abominable Work? Shall 
this ſprightly Fancy, this ſubtle Reaſon, 
this large Memory, ſerve for no purpoſe 
but to aggravate your Guilt, and your 
Damnation? Shall rheſe fine Talents ſhar- 
pen your Miſery, and give edge to the 
keeneſt Reflections of Conſcience; Con- 
ſcience, that in ward Sting of the Mind; 
Conſcience, that immortal Tormentor? 


Let this muſt be the certain Portion of 


thoſe who ſpend their Life, and lie down 
| MW 
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in Death, with theſe Talents unſanctified: 
for the Anguiſh and Torture of ſinful 


Souls, muſt riſe, and grow for ever, in 
proportion to the Glory of their abuſed 
Endowments. | 
Tho, perhaps, I have been tedious al- 
ready under this Head, yet before I part 
with it, I muſt addreſs myſelf to thoſe 
who are born with a ſweet Diſpeſition, that 
ſeem to be caſt in a ſofter Mould than the 
reſt of Men. I love and pity thoſe of 
my Acquaintance who are bleſs'd with fo 
divine a Temper, who have Tenderneſs and 
Good-will in their very Form and Aſpect, 
and I mourn to think that any of theſe 
ſhould periſh for ever. You are the Fa- 
vourites of all Men, and beloved by all 
who enjoy the pleaſure of your acquain- 
' tance; do ye not long to be the Favourites 
of God too ? You ſeem to be made for the 
Delight and Comfort of Mankind: but 
ſhall this be all your Portion? Good-hu- 
mour is the Compoſition of your Nature, 
and the Law of Kindneſs is on your Lips: 
. wheu the Ear hears you, then it bleſſes you, 
and when the Eye ſees you, it gives witneſs to 
you. But is this enough to depend upon 
for Eternal Life? Perhaps you have bor- 
rowed part of the valuable Qualities of 
that Good-Man Jeb, You have deliver'd the 
Poor that cry, and the Fatherleſs that had 
none to help him; you have cauſed the 47 
(WF 
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dos Heart to ſing for Joy, and the Bleſſing 
ul of him that was ready to periſh, has come often 
in upon jou: Job xxix. 11, 12, 13. There's ſo 
0 much natural Goodneſs in your Conſtitu- 
tion, that leads you on, by a ſweet Inſtinct, 
to the practice of many Charities: but this 
* is not ſaving Grace. If Jeſus Chriſt himſelf 
were upon Earth in his humbled State, he 


at would look upon you, as Man, and love 
ie you : but the holy God looks. down from 
of Heaven, and beholds you as the Object of 
ſo his juſt and divine Hatred, while you live 
d in a State of Vanity and Sin, drunken with 
t, ſenſual Pleaſures, and at enmity with God. 
ſe This Sweetnels of "Temper, that ſprings 
* from your Blood, and the happy Mixture 
* of Humours ; or, at beſt, from the meer 


natural Frame of your Spirits; will never 
paſs, upon the great Tribunal, for Holi- 
he nels and inward Religion. With all this 


= charming Appearance of Vertues, theſe 

* Colours that look like Heaven, you will 

e, be doom'd to Hell and perpetual Miſery, 

15 unleſs there be found in you ſome nobler 

U, Qualities, ſuch as, Love to God, Mortifi- | 
mw cation to this World, the Knowledge and f 
on Faith of Jeſus Chriſt. If theſe be not tze 
" Springs ot your Charity and Love to Men, 1 
s you will not be ſecured from the condemn- 3 
ur ing Sentence of the Judge, nor from the 

7 Company of Devils in the future World. 


But 
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But oh! How will your ſoft and gentle 
Natures bear the Inſult and Rage of thoſe 
malicious Spirits? How will your Temper, 
that had ſomething ſo lovely in it, ſuſtain 
to be baniſh'd for ever from the World of 
Love? to be for ever excluded from all 
the Regions of Peace and Concord ? How 
will your Souls endure the Madneſs and 
Contention, the Envy and Spite of wic- 
ked Angels? You that delighted on Earth in 
the Works of Peace, what will ye do 
when your tender Diſpoſitions ſhall be 
hourly ruffled by .the Uproar and Confu- 
ſion of thoſe dark Regions? and inſtead of 
the Society of God and bleſſed Spirits, ye 
ſhall be eternally vex'd with the perverſe 
Tempers of your Fellow-Sinners, the Sons 
of Darkneſs? Oh that I could ſpeak in 
melting Language, or in the Language of 
effectual Terror, that I might by any 
means awaken your Souls to Jealouſy and 
timely Fear! That ſo many natural Ex- 
cellencies, as God has diſtributed amongſt 
you, might not be waſted in Sin, abuſed 
to Diſhonour, and aggravate your ever- 
laſting Miſery. 


2dly, My next Exhortation ſhall be ad- 


dreſs'd to thoſe Youths who have been trained 
up in all the Arts of Civility, and have acqui- 
red a courteous and becoming Carriage. There 
is ſomething lovely in ſuch an Appearance, 
and it commands the Love eyen of the 


Rude 
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Rude and Uncivil. It ſe nearly reſembles 
the Sweetneſs of natural Temper, and imi- 
tates Good-humour ſo much to the Life, 
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that it often paſſes upon Company inſtead 


of Nature, and attains many valuable Ends 
in human Society. But where both theſe 
are happily join'd, how ſhining is that 
Character, and univerſally belov'd > We 
are pleas'd and charm'd with your Conver- 
ſation, whoſe Manners are poliſh'd, and 
whoſe Language is refin'd from the rude 
and vulgar Ways of Speech. You know 
how to ſpeak civil things, without Flattery, 
upon all Occaſions ; to inſtruct, withour 
afluming a ſuperior Air, and to reprove, 
without a Frown, or forbidding Counte- 
nance, You have learn'd when to ſpeak, 
and when to be ſilent, and to perform 
every Act of Life with its proper Graces : 
and can ye be content, with all this Good- 
breeding, to be thruſt down to Hell ? Is 
it not pity that you ſhould be taught to 


tile none to the Living God? Have you 
not read thoſe Duties in Connection? 1 
Pet. 11. 17. Honour all Men, love the Brother- 
hood, fear God, and honour the King. And 
why will you divide what God has joined, 
and give every one their due, beſides God 
your Maker ? How dare you treat the 
Creatures with Decency and Ceremony, 
and treat God the Creator with Neglect? 

8 ſalute 


| pay all your Honours to Men, and prac- 
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ſalute all Men with their proper Titles 6f 
Diſtinction, and not learn how to addreſs | 
God in Prayer? pay due Viſits to all your 
Acquaintance, and yet ſcarce ever make a 
Viſit to the Mercy-Seat, or bow your 
Knees before the Majeſty of Heaven ? 

I pity thoſe who have all the Arts of 
Complaiſance in perfection, and prafiiſe 
Civility in every Form; but are very little 
acquainted with the Forms of Godlineſs, 
and never yet felt any thing of the Life of 
Religion, or the Powers of the World to 
come. How mournful a ſight is it to be- 
hold a well-accompliſh'd Gentleman, yet a 
vile Sinner! A pretty obliging Youth a- 
mong Men, but deat and obſtinate to all 
the Calls of God, and the Entreaties of a 
dying Saviour! A Perſon of a free and 
ingenuous Deportment, yet in Chains of 
Slavery to Corruption and Death! And 
how unſpeakably ſorrowful will it be at 
the Laſt-Day, to ſee ſuch as theſe, the gay, 
the affable, the fair-ſpoken, and the well- 
bred Sinner, in the utmoſt Agonies of Hor- 
ror and Deſpair, mourning a loſt God, a 
loſt Soul, and a loſt Heaven! 

Let me ſpeak once more, and try to pro- 
yoke you to Jealouſy. Shall the rugged and 
clowniſh part of Mankind preſs forward 
into that Kingdom which ye deſpiſe? Will 
ye be patient to ſee ſome of the unbred 
and unpoliſh'd ſet at the Right-hand 8 

the 
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the Judge, and yourſelves, with Shame, be 
divided to the Left 2 How will ye endure 
to ſee the Honours of Heaven put upon 
thoſe whom you have ſo often deſpis'd in 
your Hearts upon Earth? Can you imagine 
that that Tribunal will be bribed with fair 
Speeches ? or that any thing will be accep- 
ted in that Court, belides ſolid and hearty 
Religion? Suffer this Exhortation then, 
and receive this Advice, you that are not 
uſed to deny any thing to your Friends, 
you that love to oblige thoſe who ask any 
reaſonable Favour at your hands; nor let 
me plead this day 1n vain. | 

zah, To thoſe that have enjoy'd the Bleſſing 
of religious Parents, and a pious Education; 
that have been bred up in the Nurture and 
Admonition of the Lord, in the Knowledge 
and Practice of the Moral Law, and in the 
outward Performance of Religion, accor- 
ding to the Appointments of the Goſpel. 
Children, we love you for your Fathers 


| fakes : we love to look upon you, for you 


are the little living Images of our deareſt 
Friends: we have lov'd to ask you the 
younger Queſtions that your Parents have 
taught you, and to ſee the firſt Fruits of 
their Inſtruction and holy Care; but we 
pity you, from our very Souls, when we 
behold you break the Bars of your Educa- 
tion, and making haſte to Ruin: or when, 
at beſt, ye go on and tread the Circle of 

= 2 outward 


12 


they laid a ſolemn Charge upon you: at 
| their 


no purpoſe? Do they pray for you daily 2 
Do they daily mourn over you, and hope, 
and wiſh, and exhort you to take care of 
your Souls? And are you reſolved that 
their Counſels, their Prayers, and their 
Tears, ſhall be laid out upon you in vain? 
1s this the Return you make for all their 
Care and Compaſſion ? They tell you daily 
that they can have no greater Joy than to ſee 
their Children walking in the Truth, and will 


len cruelly diſappoint their Pleaſures, and 


bring down their Grey-Hairs with Sorrow | 


to the Grave? Perhaps there are ſome of 
you, who already have parted with your 
Parents, and their Spirits are at reſt ; and 
has neither their Life, nor their Death, 
made ſerious and laſting Impreſſions upon 
you? Have they entreated you in their 
laſt dying Moments, by all that is dear and 
ſacred, to make ſure of Heaven ? and 
will you abandon theſe Entreaties, and {ell 
your Souls to the World, and to Death, 
for a few periſhing Temptations 2 Have 
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. outward Duties, as ye are led by Cuſton | 
and Form, with a Neglect of inward Chri- 
ſtianity, and hearty Godlineſs. 

Did your Parents love God above all | 
earthly things, and will ye prefer the Love 
of this World above all things heavenly | 
and divine? Have ye had ſuch ſhining EX 
amples of Holineſs brought ſo near you to 
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their laſt ' Farewell, to travel in the Paths 
of Piety, and meet them on Mount Sion in 
the Great Day? and have you wandred' 
already from this High-road of Holineſs, 
and forgot the Solemnity and the. Charge ? 
Shall your Parents dwell. for ever with 

their God, and ſhall their Children for 
erer dwell in Fire prepared for the Devil 
and his Angels ? 

You cannot. fin at ſo eaſy and ſo cheap a 
rate as others. You muſt break through 
{ſtronger Bonds, and do bolder Violence to 
ir your Conſciences, before you can indulge 
12 Iniquity, and purſue Wickedneſs. Your 
ir Temptations to Sm have been leſs than 


ly MW others, and your Advantages for Salvation 
fee have been much greater. Our Hearts 
il W bleed within us, to think of your double 
d Guilt, and your aggravated Damnation; 
w to think that you ſhould not only be ſepa- 
of rated from your Parents, and their God, 
ur for ever, but that your Place of Torment 
E ſnall be the hotteſt alſo, amongſt all your 
h, Companions in Miſery. | 

n What Anguiſh, and inward Vexation, 
ir will ſeize you, when ye ſhall reflect how 
id high ye were raiſed in outward Privileges, 
id and how near ye were brought to Hea- 
| ven? and how you quitted your Intereſt. 
h, and your Hopes there, for the Trifles of 


e this Life, for a baſe Luſt, or a fooliſh Va- 
n nity > What will ye ſay, when ye ſhall ſee 
C 
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many coming from the Eaſt, and from th 
Weſt, from Families of Wickedneſs, from 
the Ends of the Earth, and from the 
Borders.. of Hell, and fit down with your | 
Fathers in the Kingdom of Heaven; whils 
you, the Children of the Kingdom, are caſi 
out into outer Darkneſs, there ſhall be weep- | 
ing and gnaſhing of Teeth : Matth. viii. 
11, 12. I preſume thus far, with free- | 
dom, to addreſs you, if by any Methods | 


might provoke to Emulation them which are 
of the Fleſh of Iſrael, of the Kindred of 
the Saints, and might ſave ſome of them, 


Rom. xl. 14. 

4thly, 75 thoſe who have taken ſome pain 
in ſeeking after Eternal Life, and are ſtill en- 
quiring the way thither. Have a care of 
reſting in the meer Practice of Moral Du- 
ties, or in the outward Profeſſion of Chriſti- 
anity : never content yourſelves with the 
Righteouſneſs of the Phariſee, Were your 
Vertues more glorious than they are, and 


your Righteoufneſſes more perfect, they 


could never anſwer for your former Guilt, 
before the 'Throne of a juſt and holy God. 
*Tis only the Atonement of Chriſt, and 
his all- ſufficient Sacrifice, which can ſtand 
you in ſtead there; and *tis pity that a 
Youth, of ſo much Virtue, ſhould fall 
ſhort of Heaven, and be but almoſt a Chriſti- 
an. is pity that you ſhould have gain'd 


fo large a ſhare of Knowledge, and ſo ho- 


nourable 


germ. II. falling ſhort of Heaven. 0 5 
nourable a Character of Sobriety, and 
after all, want the one thing needful, an 
univerſal Change, and Renovation of your 
Hearts, by receiving the Goſpel. Have 
you proceeded thus far, and will you- not - 
go on to Perfection? Take heed that ye 
hſe not the things that ye have wrought, but 
that ye receive a full Reward,..2 Ep. John viii. 

"Tis pity you ſhovld enquire the way 
to Heaven, and not walk in it, when 'tis 
marked out before your feet with ſo much 
Plainneſs : *tis pity ye ſhould indulge the 
Love of this World ſo far, as to ſuffer it 
to forbid you the Purſuit of a better; or 
at beſt, when ye receive Inſtructions about 
your Souls, you let the Affairs of this 
Life overwhelm and bury that good Seed, 
and it never grows up to Practice. What 
would you ſay to the Folly of a Man who 
has a long and hazardous Journey to make, 
to take Poſſeſſion of a large Eſtate, and 
once a week he comes to enquire the way, 
and hears a fair Deſcription of all the 
Road, perhaps he mourns his long Neg- 
lect, and reſolves upon the Journey: but 
the next fix days are filled up with a 
thouſand Impertinences ; and when the 
ſeventh returns, he has not taken one ſtep 
forward in the way ? 

Believe me, Sirs, tis not an eaſy thing 
to be ſaved : Lazineſs, and meer Enquiries, 
will never effect your Happineſs, nor ſe- 
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cure your Souls from Perdition; and all 
the pains you have already taken will be 


loſt, if you give over the Purſuit. Let 


me call ſome of you this day to remember 


your former Labours, the Prayers and the 
Tears that you have poured out in ſecret 


before God: remember your Days of 
Darkneſs, and your Nights of Terror, 
the Groans of Conſcience, and the inward 
Agonies you felt, when you were firſt 
awaken'd to behold your Guilt and Dan- 
ger: remember theſe Hours, and theſe 
Sorrows ; and love. and pity your own 
Souls ſo far,.as to purſue the Work, and 
let not all your Pains be loſt : Have ye ſuf- 
fered ſo many things in vain, if it be yet ir 
vain? Gal. iii. 4. Ye have wreſtled with 
ſome Sins, and have in part got the maſte- 
ry over them; and ſhall a darling Luſt 
overcome you at laſt, and ſlay your Souls 
with Eternal Death? Ye have reſiſted the 
Tempter in ſome of his Aſſaults, and put 
the Powers of Hell to flight; will you give 
up yourſelves at laſt to be led in Triumph 
by Satan, and become his everlaſting Slaves? 


Methinks you look ſo amiable in thoſe. 


Victories ye have already obtain'd, that 1 
would fain have you preſs onward through 


the Field of Battle, fulfil the Warfare, and 
o 


Teceive the Crown. : 

The Miniſters of the Goſpel look upon 
you with Concern and Pity; we love you, 
=_ becauſe 
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becauſe you have proceeded thus far in Re- 
ligion; but ye ſhall not be the Beloved of 
God, if ye ſtop here, or go back again to 


| Sin and Folly. We had a hopeful Proſpect of 


ou once, and ſaid to our Lord in Prayer, 
* Surely theſe ſhall be one day the Inhabi- 
* tants, and the Supports of thine Houſe ; 
* theſe young Plants ſhall one day be fruit- 
«* ful Trees in thy Vineyard; they ſhall be 
* Pillars in thy holy Temple.“ But alas! 
there is a Death upon our Hopes, there is a 
Darkneſs and a Lethargy upon your Souls: 
we look upon you in all theſe your Endow- 
ments, we mourn. over you with Compaſ— 
fon, and with Zeal we expreſs our Grief - 
and our Love : Awake, ye young Sinners, . 
who have deſerv'd our Love; awake, that 
ye ſleep not to everlaſting Death. re 
5thly, To thoſe that are rich in this World, 
and are furniſh'd with the former good Quali- 
ties too. J am well aſſured, while I addreſs + 
myſelf to this Aſſembly, I ſpeak to many 
Perſons of this Character. Le are wealthy 
and condeſcending, like the Young-Man in 
my Text: ye are often uncover'd, and ye 
pay Reverence to the Miniſters of the 


Goſpel, as he did: ye give us Honours and 


Civilities beyond our Merit or Wiſh : ye 
come and ask of us the ſame Queſtion, 
What fhall we do to inherit Eternal Life? 


: * This Diſcourſe was deliver d at Tunbridge-Wells. 
Cs And 
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3 And we tell you from the Word of God, 
l Love not the World, nor the things of the World, | 
for where the Love of the World is, the Love of 
the Father is not. F Riches increaſe, ſet not 
your Heart upon them. Mortify your Aſfectious 
that are upon the Earth, and deny your ſelves, 
tate up your Croſs, and follow Chriſt : become 
his Diſciples without reſerve, in Faith, and | 
Love, and univerſal Holineſs. While we 
propoſe theſe Paths to Eternal Happineſs, | 
ſhall it be ſaid concerning you, They went 

| away ſorrowful, having great Poſſeſſions ? 
Your condeſcending and affable Deport- 
ment, looks brighter by all the rich Luſtre 
of your Habits ; and the bigger your Cir- 
cumſtances are, the more lovely is your 
humble Attention to the Miniſters of Chriſt, „ 


and your Readineſs to hear our Words is th 
the more commendable : but will ye be " 
Hearers only, and never practiſe > The n 
time is coming, and the Hour makes haſte h 
upon you, when ye ſhall ſtand upon the 
Borders of the Grave, and look into that * 


World of Spirits, where all the Honours 5 
and Diſtinctions of this World are known 7 
no more. Ye ſhall be ſtript of thoſe Va- s 
nities which ye lov'd above God and Hea- 
ven. Think how mean and deſpicable a 
figure your Souls will make amongſt fallen 
Angels, it the Love of this World, and 
Negle& of God, ſhould bring you into 
that dreadful Company. What gay and 
| = ſwelling 
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ſwelling Figures ſoever you have made on 
Earth, you will make but a poor and 
wretched one in-that World, if ye are found 
deſtitute of the Riches of Grace ; and *rwill 
be a mournful Inſcription written on your 
Tomb, This rich Man died, and be lift up 
his Eyes in Hell ; Luke xvi. 23. But, Be- 
loved, we hope better things of you, tho we 
thus ſpeak, and things that accompauy Salva- 
tion: Heb. vi. 9. | We 

Thus I have finiſhed the firſt general Ex- 
hortation, to thoſe wha have any valuable 
Qualities attending them, but through the 
Love of this World are tempted to negle& 
Heaven. 

The Second Exhortation is addreſs'd to 
thoſe who are weaned, in ſome good degree, from 
this World, and have Treaſures in Heaven, but - 


are defective in thoſe good Qualities which might 


render them amiable upon Earth. I confeſs I 
have no direct Commiſſion from my Text 
to addreſs you here: But I'm unwilling 
and aſhamed that a rich Young-Man ſhould - 
go to Hell with ſome more lovely Appea- 
rances upon him than you have, who are in 
the way to Heaven, | | 
You have choſen God for your eternal 
Portion, and your higheſt Hope; you have 
choſen his Son Jeſus for your only. Media- 
tor, and your Way to the Father ; you have 
choſen the Worſhip and the Ordinances of 
God as your deareſt Delight; ye are the 
choſen 
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choſen Objects of the Love of God, and 
his Grace has inclined you to loye him a- 


bove all things. Methinks I would not 
have any Blot caſt upon ſo many Excel- 


lencies. Be ye adviſed therefore to ſeek 
after that agreeable 'T'emper and Conduct, 


which may make you beloved of Men too; 


that the wiſeſt and beſt of Men may chuſe 
you for an Honour to their Acquaintance 
and Company. This will render your Pro- 
feſſion more - honourable, and make Reli- 


gion itſelf look more lovely in the ſight of 


the World. 

What a foul Blemiſh 'tis to our Chriſtia- 
nity, When we ſhall hear it ſaid, © Here's 
* a Man, who profeſſes the Goſpel of 
<* Grace, but he does not practiſe the De- 


cc 
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teach him. He tells us, that he be- 
longs to Heaven: but he has ſo little of 
Humanity in his Deportment, that he 1s 
** hardly fit Company for any upon Earth. 
* Shall it be Tay of any of you, Here's a 
Man that pretends to the Love of God, 
but he 1s moroſe in his Diſpoſition, rude 
in his Behaviour, and makes a very un- 
lovely Figure amongſt Men? Let him 
fill what Station he will in the Church, 
he bears but a diſagreeable Character in 
the Houſe, and Fry ans the Family or 
** the City where he dwells. What his 
* ſecret Virtues or Graces are, we know 

not, 
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cencies that the Light of Nature would 
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2 not, for they ſhine all inward; he keeps 


© all his Goodneſs to himſelf, and never 


< ſuffers his Light to ſhine out amongſt us 


«© Neighbours.” 
Can I bear that it fhould be faid con- 


cerning me, He ſeems indeed to have 
* ſomething of the Love of God in him, 


8 but he is fo rough in his- natural Tem- 


per, and ſo uncorrected in his Manners, 

that ſcarce any Man loves him? He may 
5 bend his Knees to God in Prayer, but he 
* has not common Civility towards Men. 
* His Morality and Honeſty appear not 
upon him with Honour: his Virtue does 
not ſeem to ſit well about him, and his 
* Religion is dreſs'd in a very unpleaſing 
“ Form.“ Is this the way to give Repu- 
tation to the Goſpel ? Is this to adorn the 
Doctrine of God our Saviour in all things? 
Tit. 11. 10. When we become Chriſtians, 
we put away Bitterneſs, and Wrath, and 
Clamour, and Evil-ſpeaking, and  Filthineſs, 
aud ſcurrilous Jeſts; Eph. iv. 31. K Ve: 4 
We are commanded to ſpeak Evil of no 
Man, to be no Braulers; but to be gentle, 
and ſhew Meekneſs to all, Tit. iii. 2. to prefer 
one another in Honour; 10 bleſs and curſe not; 
to rejoice with them that rejoice, and to weep 
with them that weep; to condeſcend to Men of 
low Eſtate, and, if poſſible, to live EE 
with all Men : Rom, Xi. 
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Are there any Souls here of this un- 
pleaſing Character and Carriage? Did you 
- ever read thele Words in your Bibles > Do 
ye think theſe are the Commands of Chri/?, 
or no? You profeſs to love him above all, 
but what care have you taken to obey theſe 
Precepts of his? Or do you think the ſubs 
lime Practices of Faith and Adoration will 
make theſe lower Duties needleſs? Hay 
ye found the Sweetneſs of being at = 
with God, and taſted of the Pleaſures of 
his Love ; and can ye diſregard all the Prac- 
tices and the Pleaſures of Love and Peace 
among Men ? | 
We are not required indeed to ſell Truth 
for Peace, nor ſtrict Godlineſs for the 
Forms of Civility. 'There's no need that 
we ſhould conform ourſelves to any of 
the ſinful Practices of this World, in order 
to fulfil the Law of Love. But whereſo- 
ever the Cuſtoms of the Place, where we 
dwell, are conſiſtent with the ſtrict and 
holy Rules of Chriſt, we ſhould praiſe 
them ſo far, as to render ourſelves agree- 
able to thoſe with whom we converſe, that 
we may ſhine in the World as the Honours 
of Chriſt, and that Unbelievers may be von 
by our Converſation, to come and hear our 
Goſpel, to learn the ſame Faith, and em- 
brace the ſame Hope: Not only the things 
that are true, and heneſt, and juſt, and pure, 
but the things that are lovely in the fight of 
. Mien, 
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Men, and things that are of good Report, mult 
be the Subjects of our Meditation, our 
Learning, and Practice; Phil. iv. 8. St. Paul, 
that great Apoſtle, did not think theſe 
things unworthy of his Care: he enjoins 
them upon the primitive Chriſtians from his 
own Example, and promiſes them the Pre- 
ſence of the God of Peace. Theſe are the 
things that I have taught you, ſaith he, 


theſe ye have heard and ſeen in me; conform 


your Manners to theſe Rules, and the God of 
Peace ſhall be with you, ver. 9. 

Believe me, Friends, the natural Habit of 
Chriſtianity is all. Decency and Lovelineſs : 
we put the Religion of our Saviour into a 
Diſguiſe, and make it look unlike itſelf, if 
our Temper be ſour and fretful, if our 
Carriage be coarſe and rude, and our Speech 
ſavour of Roughneſs and Wrath. A Jeu 
might make a better Apology for a harſh 
and ſevere Deportment, than a Chriſtian can 
do; he might put on a moroſe Air with 
better countenance, and. plead the Diſpen- 
ſation he was under, the Bondage of the 
Law, and the Terrors of Mount Sinai: but 
we, under the Goſpel, are free-born, Gal. 
Iv. 26, 31. and our Carriage ſhould be inge- 
nuous in all reſpects. Jon the Baptiſt, in 
his Garment of Hair, may be indulged in a 
Roughneſs of Speech; he was but a Fore- 
runner of the Goſpel, and can hardly be 
called a Chriſtian : but the Followers of the 

Lamb 
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64 «4 Hopeful Louth. Serm. I. 
Lamb ſhould have a mild. Aſpe&, a pleaſing 
Manner, that every one who beholds us, 
may love us too; that the Son of God, if he 
were here upon Earth, might look upon us, 
and love us in both his Natures, with a Di- 
vine and Human Love. | 

Thirdly, The laſt Addreſs I would make * 
to thoſe who are furniſh'd with every good Qua- 
lity, and every divine Grace, who are beloved by | | 
God and Men. Such a one was our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt in the days of his Fleſh : he, from 
his very Childhood, grew in Wiſdom and in 
Stature, and in favour with God and Man, 
Luke ii. 5 2. He had further Diſcoveries of 
Divine Love made to him daily; and as his 
Acquaintance increaſed in his younger Years, 
ſo did his Friends too, till his Divine Com- 
miſſion made it neceſſary for him to oppoſe 
the Corruptions of his Country, and reform 
a wicked Age, and thus expoſe himſelf to 
the Anger of a Nation that would not be 
reformed. There was ſomething lovely in 
his Human Nature beyond the common 
Appearance of Mankind; for his Body was 
a 'Temple, in which the Godhead dwelt in 
a peculiar and tranſcendent manner, and his 
Soul was intimately united to Divinity. I 
cannot but think, that, in a literal Senſe, 
he was fairer than the Children of Men, and 
that there was Grace on his Lips, and a na- 
tural Sweetneſs in his Language. Pſal. xlv. 2. 
If the Jews beheld xo Comelineſs in him, if his 
1 Viſage 
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Viſage was marr'd more than the Sons of Men, 


*twas becauſe he was a Man of uncommon 
Sorrows, and acquainted with Grief; which 
might caſt ſomething of Heavineſs or Gloom 
upon his Countenance, or wear out the 
Features of Youth too ſoon. But ſurely 
our Lord, in the whole Compoſition of his 
Nature, in the Mildneſs of his Deportment, 
and in all the Graces of Converſation, was 
the chiefeſt of ten thouſands, and altogether love- 
Y. How amiable are thoſe who are made 
like him ? | 

Such was John the beloved Diſciple ; you 
may read the Temper of his Soul in his 


Epiſtles: What a Spirit of Love breathes 


in every Line? What Compaſſion and Ten- 
derneſs to the Babes in Chriſt? What con- 
deſcending Affection to the Young-Men, 
and hearty Good-will to the Fathers, who 


were then his Equals in Age? With what 


obliging Language does he treat the beloved 
Gaius, 1n his third Letter; and with how 


much Civility, and hearty Kindneſs, does 


he addreſs the Ele& Lady and her Children, 


in the ſecond? In his younger Years, in- 
deed, he ſeems to have ſomething more of 
Fire and Vehemence, for which he was fir- 
named a Son of Thunder, Mark iii. 17. But 
our Lord ſaw ſo much Good- Temper in him, 
mingled with that Sprightlineſs and Zeal, 
that he expreſs'd much pleaſure in his Com- 
pany, and favour'd him with peculiar Ho- 
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66 4 Hopeful Inh Serm. II. 
nours and Indearments above the reſt. This 
is the Diſciple who was taken into the holy 
Mount with James and Peter, and ſaw our 
Lord glorified before the time; this is the 
Diſciple who lean'd on his Boſom at the 


holy Supper, and was indulged the utmoſt. | 
Freedom of Converſation with his Lord, Joh. 


X111. 23, 24, 25. This is the Man who ob- 


tain'd this glorious Title, The Duſciple whom | 
Jeſus loved; that is, with a diſtinguiſhing | 
and particular Love. As God, and as a 


Saviour, he loved them all like Saints ; bur 


as Man, he loved St. John like a Friend, Joh. 
XX1. 20. and when hanging upon the Croſs, 
and juſt expiring, he committed his Mother 
to his Care; a moſt precious and convincing 


Pledge of ſpecial Friendſhip. 


O how happy are the Perſons. who moſt . 
nearly reſemble this Apoſtle, who are thus 


privileged, thus divinely bleſt ! How infi- 
nitely are ye indebted to God your Bene- 
factor, and your Father, who has endow'd 


you with ſo many valuable Accompliſhments 


on Earth, and aſſures you of the Happineſs 
of Heaven? Tis he who has made you 
fair, or wiſe; *tis he who has given you In- 
genuity or Riches, or, perhaps, has favour'd 


you With all theſe ; and yet has weaned your 


Hearts from the Love of this World, and 
led you to the Purſuit of Eternal Life: 'tis 


he that has caſt you in ſo refin'd a Mould, 


and given you ſo ſweet a Diſpoſition, that 


has 
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serm. II. falling ſhort of Heaven, 67 
has inclined you to Sobriety and every Ver- 
tue, has raiſed you to Honour and Eſteem, 
has made you Poſſeſſors of all that is de- 
firable in this Life, and appointed you a 
nobler Inheritance in that which is to come. 
What Thankfulneſs does every Power of 
your Natures owe to your God ? that Hea- 
ven looks down upon you, and loves you, 
and the World around you fix their Eyes 
upon you, and love you: that God has 
formed you in ſo bright a Reſemblance of 
his own Son, his Firſt-beloved, and has or- 
dained you Joint-Heirs of Heaven with him, 
Rom. viii. 17. 

Watch hourly againſt the Temptations 
of Pride; remember the fallen Angels, and 


their once exalted Station; and have a care 


leſt ye alſo be puft up, and fall into the Con- 
demnation of the Devil. Walk before God 
with exacteſt Care, and in deepeſt Humility. 
Let that Divine Vail be ſpread over all your 


Honours, that, as you are the faireſt Images 
of Chriſt, ye may be dreſs'd like him too 


for he who is the higheſt Son of God in his 
Eternal Nature, is alſo the holieſt of the 
Sons of Men, and the humbleſt of every 


Creature. 
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A Hopeful Youth falling ſhort | 


of Heaven. 


HA i. 


J. 
s all the Charms of Nature then, 
5 ZR So hopeleſs to Salvation prove? 
* Can Hell demand, can Heaven condemi. 
The Man whom Jeſus deigns to love? 


II. 
The Man, who fought the Ways of Truth, 
Paid Friends and Neighbours all their Due; 
(A modeſt, ſober, lovely Youth) 
Aud thought he wanted nothing now ?. 


III. 


But mark the Change : Thus ſpake the Lord, 
Come part with Earth for Heaven today: 
The Youth aſtoniſh*d at the Word, i 
In filent Sadneſs went his Hay, 
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1 

Poor Vertues, that he boaſted ſo, 

This Teſt unable to endure, 

Let Chriſt, and Grace, and Glory go, 

To make his Land and Money ſure ! 


V. 


A fooliſh Choice of Treaſures here ! 


Ah fatal Love of tempting Gold! 
Muſt this baſe World be bought ſo dear! 
And Life and Heaven ſo cheaply ſold ? 


Vb+ = is 
In vain the Charms of Nature ſhine, 
If this vile Paſſion governs me. 
Transform my Soul, O Love Divine, 


Aud make me part with all for thee. 


SANs 
H NN II. 
Common Metre. 


J. 
KAR HU far tis well : You read, you pray, 
Nd Ty? Tou hear God's Holy Word, 
Ear Yo hearken what your Parents ſay, 
And learn to ſerve the Lord. 


II. 
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Dur Practice they approve ; 
Jeſus himſelf would give yuu Praiſe, 
And look with Eyes of Love, 
1 III. 
But if you quit the Paths of Truth, 
To follow fooliſh Fires, 
And give a looſe to giddy Yeuth 
With all its wild Defires : 
Z LO 
Tf you will let your Saviour go, 
To hold your Riches faſt, 
Or hunt for empty Joys below, 
Tou ll loſe your Heaven at laſt. 
. | V. 
The Rich Young Man whom Jeſus lov'd 
Should warn you to forbear : 
His Love of earthly Treaſures prov'd 
A fatal Golden Snare. 
VI. a 
See, Gracious God, Dear Saviour, ſee 
Hou Youth is prone to fall: 
Teach *em to part with all for Thee, 
Aud love thee more than all, 
n 
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J. Ore Lyrice: Poems chiefly of the Lyric kind, 
In three Books. Sacred, 1. To Devotion 
and Piety. 2. To Vertue, Honour, and 

Friendſhip. 3. To the Memory of the Dead. The 

Fourth Edition, corrected. To which is prefix'd, the 


Author's Effigies, newly engraven from the Life, 
by Mr. Vertue. | | | 


II. Hymns and Spiritual Songs, in three Books, 
1, Collected from the Scriptures. 2. Compoſed 


on Divine Subjects. 3. Prepared for the Lord's 
Supper. The Seventh Edition. 


III. 4 Guide to Prayer: Or, a Free and Rational 
Account of the Gift, Grace, and Spirit of Prayer; 
with plain Directions how every Chriſtian may ar- 
tain them. The Third Edition, 


IV. Divine Songs, attempted in eaſy Language for 
the Uſe of Children. The Fifth Edition. 


V. The Pſalms of David imitated in the Language 
of the New Teſtament, and apply'd to the Chri- 
ſtian State and Worſhip. The zd and 4th Editions. 
With or without the Preface and Notes. 


VII. 
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VII. The Yrnof Reading and Writing Exciien; or 
the Chief Principles and Rules of Pronouncing our 
Not her Tongue, both in Proſe and Verſe* with a 


Variety of Inſtructions for True Spelling. Written 
at firſt for private Uſe, and now publiſhed for the 
Beneht of all Perſons who deſire a better Ac- 
quaintance with their Native Language, The Se- 
cond Edin. e 
VIII. The Chriſt ian Doctrine of the Trinity: Or 
Father, Son, and Spirit, Three Perſons and One 
God, Aſſerted and Proved; with their Divine 


Rights and Honours vindicated by plain Evidenes 


of Scripture, without the Aid or Incumbrance of 
Human Schemes. Written chiefly for the Uſe of 


* 


IX. Death and Heaven; or the laſt Enemy con». 


quer d, and ſeparate Spirits made perfect. With an 


Account of the rich Variety of their Employments 


and Pleaſures. Attempted in two Funeral Diſ. 

courſes in Memory of Sir Jouxn HARAT O Bart. 
and his Lady deceaſed. — 
ind. In the Preſs, | 
* "SERMONS on various Subjects, Sc. Vol, 2. 


